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" How could J have been? I knew nothing of the his-
tory of the case, except what Venner chose to tell me.
The tetanus theory was plausible enough. There was
nothing to contradict it. But there was always the other
alternative. Hinchliffe might have taken strychnine*
presumably, if Venner was telling the truth, over a
period of three days. Of course, Faversham disposed of
that possibility. He found no trace of strychnine in the
body. Indeed, all the appearances indicated tetanus."
Dr. Priestley took up the poker, and stirred the fire
scientifically. " I am not a pathologist/* he said. " Is
the cause of death always revealed with certainty by
a post-mortem and subsequent analysis?"
" In the great majority of cases, yes,*' Oldlanii replied.
" You're thinking of poor Claverton's death. But that
was in every way an exceptional case. Faversham
found nothing then, because there was nothing to find.
You were present when he made his tests, I remember.
But this was a different matter altogether. Hinchliffe
died either of tetanus or strychnine poisoning. Favors-
ham's job, therefore, was perfectly straightforward*
He had to test for strychnine or similar alkaloid, such
as brucine. Since he didn't find it, Hinchliffe hadn't
been poisoned. There isn't room for a shadow of dtmbt.
After all, you know, Priestley, Faversham is the biggest
man we've got in that line/'
" I am perfectly ready to believe that Faversham
could not be mistaken upon such a direct issue/' said
Dr. Priestley. *' Did you attend the post-rnorten your-
self?"
" No, I didn't. It was like this, Faversham came
round to see me on the Monday evening* He told me
that the coroner had ordered a post-mortem in the
case of Denis Hinchliffe deceased, and* asked him to
carry it out, He had been informed that I had attended
the case, and had looked in for a few particulars.